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For World-wide Communion Sunday 
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PREPARATION Durham, \. G. 


For the Lord’s Supper 


Thanksgivings: For fainting hearts and faithless lives: 


by failure to believe in the power of Christ's prayer 
How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts. for the unity of his church; ' 
, : é by timidity in making some new venture in under- 
For the joy and refreshment of the church's worship; standing what is unfamiliar, or fellowship with those 
for the great family who day by day and week by fees when we difee. 
week, down the ages, and throughout the world have 
found their rest at God’s altar. 


He steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem. I See 
For him who for the joy that was set before him en- ntercessions: 
dured the cross; 
for the holy supper of his body and blood, instituted in / in them and thou in me, that they may be perfected 
the night on which he was betrayed; into one; that the world may know .. . 
for his humility in being present to feed us in this For the visible unity of the whole church of God; for 
sacrament. the universal mission of the church of God; for my 
fellow-members of the Student Christian Movement, 
especially those from whom | am divided by denomina- 
That they may all be one. 


tion; that we may be one; for myself as | prepare to 
For Jew and Greek, bond and free, male and female, share this sacrament; for us all, that we may look up 
who have found their unity through partaking of the into the face of our Savior and live. 

one body of Christ; 

for those here with whom we shall be at one in shar- 

ing this sacrament. 


Bidding: 


Penitence: We come not to this supper as righteous in ourselves; 
we come to seek our life in Christ. This sacrament is 
: . a singular medicine for all poor, sick creatures, a com- 
Wherewithal shall I come? lke fortable help to weak souls; and our Lord requires no 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. other worthiness on our part but that we unfeignedly 
For failure to discern the Lord’s Body: acknowledge our sin. Wherefore we confess our un- 
by easy acceptance of its divisions; righteousness, beseeching God to forgive our division, 
by regarding as trivial differences of conviction about to heal our schisms, and by this sacrament to unite us 
this holy sacrament; in the Holy Christ and make us acceptable to him.— 
by intolerance, and denial of the claim of others to From THE STUDENT PRAYERBOOK (Haddam House), just 
have met Christ at his own table. published by Association Press, N. Y. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 





Thinks Honorary Degrees Serve Good Purpose 





College Honors Self 


To THe OvuTLook: 

I know not why I should “waste my sweet- 
ness on the desert air” by replying to Anony- 
mous D.D. (OuTLOoK, Aug 3) I am sure he 
was writing in jest but I hope it will not spoil 
his fun if I mix a bit of brain with his blab- 
ber. He overlooks the guiding principle in 
awarding honorary degrees. The college does 
not honor the man but honors herself in rec- 
ognizing outstanding worth in the individual. 
It surely added nothing to the stature of Ben- 
jamin Franklin when he was awarded an 
honorary degree by an American college, but 
it placed that college on record in recognizing 
early the greatness of a truly great man. It 
added nothing to the stature of William Black 
or Senator Overman when they were both 
honored on the same day with honorary de- 
grees from Davidson College. However, it did 
enhance the long record of Davidson in rec- 
ognizing character, personality and other 
qualities of worth in the individual. 

As a mountaineer at heart, I rejoice in the 
rugged peaks or good solid hills that surround 
me even though they tower above my head, 
I rejoice in the achievements of my fellow- 
ministers, even though like the mountains of 
South Carolina, their prominence is due 
largely to the flatness of the surrounding 
terrain. 

Not 


Anonymous D.D. put A Non-D.D. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians Reunite! } 


(Continued from last issue) 


Mrs, R. E. Wallin 
Columbia, Mo. 
Geo. A. Chauncey 
Brownsville, Tenn. 
Maurice A. Phillips 
Lake Hamilton, Fla. 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan F. Goodwin, Jr. 
Port Sulphur, La. 
Mr. & Mrs. T. A. Guiton 
Clio, $. C. 


Add My Name 


Street & Number 


City, Zone, State .. 


| A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians 
Reunite! summarizing the recent editorial 
series, with more than 140 signatures, will be 
sent free of charge for a stamped, self-ad- 
dressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
} North 6th St.. Richmond 19, Virginia 


Solution Proposed 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have greatly enjoyed Dr. Foreman’s arti- 
cles on foreordination and have gotten a great 
deal of good out of them, particularly his 
numbers 3 and 4 on Chapter III of our 
Confession of Faith. 

rhere has been a great deal of argument 
over this chapter. Dr. John A. MacLean had 
a long article on it in the March 29, 1944 
issue Of The Presbyterian of the South in 
which he asks, “Does anyone believe this 
today?” He also criticized it in his sermon 
at the meeting of Synod in Winchester in 
1950. 

I am only a layman and have never studied 
theology and have to do a good deal of “dig- 
ging” in order to learn, but I’m entitled to 
my opinion. 

I believe Chapter III is correct as it has 
come down to us and, for myself, I clear ‘up 
any seeming obscurity as follows: 

(1) God knows all things from the begin- 
ning of time to eternity and all events that 
have happened, are happening and are going 
to happen are in his mind all the time. 

(2) God has a plan of salvation which he 
offers to all and he desires that all mankind 
be saved (I Timothy 2:3-4, also Chapter X 
Confession of Faith) and does not arbitrarily 
cause anyone to be lost. 

Therefore, God knowing all things, knows 
who will accept salvation even before they 
are born and elects them to be saved. Like- 
wise, knowing who will refuse his plan, he 
consigns them to everlasting death even be- 
fore they are born. 

If I am in error in 
please put me right. 


this, will someone 


R. W. Haw 


Chester, Va. 


Above the Mire 


To THE OuTLook: 

For some months now I have been privi- 
leged to read your excellent periodical; long 
enough, I think, to warrant a conclusion. 
Aware, however, that a U.S.A. Presbyterian 
conclusion may not be worth much in some 
circles. 


WN 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 








Shortly after receiving THr OUTLOOK cer- 
tain of your editorials and articles struck me 
as being so absolutely fair, so Christian, that 
I said to myself, “Here are men; Presby- 
terians, Christians, with whom I would like 
to ‘belong,’ in principle, organically, and in 
every other Christian manner.” You men 
lift this matter of church union far above 
the mire of academic controversy and make 
it to be a matter of sharing in the mind of 
Christ. 

Forgive me if that paragraph sounds a bit 
oratorical, but I do not know how else to 
express my feeling in the matter... . 

Thank you, and good success; 

USA MINISTER 


Airmen and College 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

. . . Please send me three more copies of 
your Goinc-To-CoLLece HANpBook. These | 
shall distribute to interested young airmen 
who talk with me about their college work. 
In the past six weeks I have met more than 
five young men who plan college work after 
their tour of duty with the Air Force. Num- 
bers of men are now taking evening classes 
held here on the base and in nearby colleges. 

It would be an excellent service to the 
church’s colleges and seminaries and to the 
men if copies of the Goinc-To-CoLLeGr Hanp- 
BOOK were sent to base anad camp libraries 
of the armed forces. I am sure the libraries 
would be glad to use them. 

Vocational counseling is one of the happy 
experiences of a chaplain’s ministry. I am 
glad that your excellent publication is de- 
signed to outline clear perspectives about 
church colleges and college work. 

Atk Force CHAPLAIN 





MODERATOR’S ITINERARY 





This is the speaking schedule and 
itinerary of the Assembly’s Modera- 
tor, Frank W. Price, during October: 


Sept. 30-Oct. 1, Joint Negotiating Commit- 
tee on Union, with representatives of boards 
and agencies, Atlanta. 

Sept. 30, First Church, Atlanta, evening. 

Oct. 1, Central Church, Atlanta, evening. 

Oct. 2, Presbyterian Convocation, Atlanta; 
USA, U.P., and U.S. Moderators speaking, 
evening. 

Oct. 6, United Church Women National 
Convention, Atlantic City. 

Oct. 7, Women of Synod of Appalachia, 
Asheville. 

Oct. 8, Dedication of Burrow Library, 
Southwestern at Memphis. 

Oct. 10, Presbyterian Dinner, Jacksonville, 
Fla., evening. 

Oct. 11, South Jacksonville Presbyterian 
Church, morning. Tallahassee, Fla., evening. 

Oct. 12, Men of Florida Presbytery. 

Oct. 13-14, Synod of Florida and Synodical 
of Florida, Sarasota. 

Oct. 15, St. Petersburg. 

Oct. 16, Miami. 

Oct. 22, King’s Mountain Presbytery. 

Oct. 23, Presbyterian Convocation, Colum- 
bia, S. C. 

Oct. 27, Dedication of Spring Valley 
Church, Huntington, W. Va. 
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National Council Actions Are Summarized 


The General Board of the National 
Council of the Churches at its recent 
bi-monthly meeting: 

ACCEPTED: with regret, the retire- 
ment on February 1, 1954, of Sam- 
uel McCrea Cavert, general secre- 
tary of the National Council since 
its establishment in 1950, and 

ELECTED: as Dr. Cavert’s successor 
next February Roy G. Ross, asso- 
ciate general secretary of the Coun- 
cil, and for 15 years general secre- 
tary of the International Council of 
Religious Education; 

WELCOMED: The Student Volun- 
teer Movement as the 13th inter- 
denominational agency to become 
affliated with the National Council, 
and was told that the United Stu- 
dent Christian Council has now 
taken action to establish close work- 
ing relationship with the Council; 

STERNLY REBUKED: the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
for its “abuse of the Congressional 
investigative process” in releasing 
uncorroborated accusations against 
two distinguished Jewish rabbis, 
both dead for some years; 

SUPPORTED: the United Nations 
as “the best available” political in- 
strument for world cooperation and 
peaceful change in an open message 





to the U.S. delegation to the U.N., 
urging: resettlement of some Arab 
refugees in Israel; efforts for “a 
united and independent Korea”; 
discussion looking toward interna- 
tionalization of the Holy City of 
Jerusalem; translation of the Dec- 
laration of Human Rights into 
strong covenants; and greater U.S. 
cooperation in U.N. technical as- 
sistance programs; 

EXPRESSED: “gratification” at the 
Refugee Relief Act which author- 
izes admission of 214,000 displaced 
persons, and called upon member 
churches to provide the “assurances, 
the financial support and the Chris- 
tian services” that will enable their 
share of uprooted people to start 
life anew in this country; 

APPROVED: the Council’s annual 
message for World Order Day, Oct. 
31, and Race Relations Sunday, 
Feb. 14; 

HEARD: a progress report on the 
Council’s Program’ Emphasis on 
missions and unity, and how it is 
being carried out in Council units, 
state and local councils of churches, 
and denominations; 

SET: the date of the Board’s next 


meeting as Nov. 17-18, at the Hotel 
Statler in Washington, D. C.—first 
time to meet in the nation’s Capital. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL—Roy G. Ross (left), associate general secretary of 

the National Council of Churches, has been named to succeed Samuel 

McCrea Cavert, who has retired after three years as general secretary and 

30 years as administrative head of the Federal Council of Churches. Dr. 

Cavert will become executive secretary of the United States Conference 
for the World Council of Churches. 


Gillespie Says He 
Will Not Stay Out 
If Union Is Voted 


Small Minority, Staying Out, 
He Says, Would Wither Away 


Mississippi’s representative on the 
Assembly’s Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union, President Guy T. 
Gillespie of Belhaven College, told 
the recent meeting of synod that in 
the event of union he does not intend 
to exercise the right to stay out. Dr. 
Gillespie said he will not advocate 
that any church, presbytery or synod 
Stay out. 

While he is personally opposed to 
union, feeling from the first that or- 
ganic union will not solve the prob- 
lems of the church, Dr. Gillespie told 
the synod it would be a lesser evil to 
go in than to stay out if the step is 
voted. A small minority, he said, 
would be left stranded and would cer- 
tainly eventually wither. Said he: 

“When the vote is taken, I believe we ought 
to accept the voice of the church as a whole. 
I do not believe that such a union would be 
happy or useful, but if it comes I do not pro- 
pose to be a member of a seceding group.” 

Dr. Gillespie called upon all mem- 
bers of the church to study the pro- 
posed plan carefully. This, he said, 
is an obligation, and he urged that 
suggestions for improvement be sub- 
mitted to the Stated Clerk before 
Nov. I. 


Votes Have Been 15-2 


He told of his service on the Assem- 
bly’s committee since 1345. This 
work, he said, has been pleasant 
though much of the time he has been 
in the minority, since the committee 
in recent years has voted consistently 
15-2 for union. 

The major question before the 
church, in Dr. Gillespie’s judgment, 
is: Is there a unity of mind and spirit 
which will warrant discontinuing or 
merging of our testimony with others? 

Possibly the greatest blessing of 
Protestantism, he said, is unity and 
liberty in diversity. He said he felt it 
hardly possible that a better contem- 
porary statement of Calvinism could 
be found than what is included in the 
proposed plan, though there are some 
things in the plan, he said, which seem 











to him out of harmony with the polity 
of the U. S. church. 


Brown Is Moderator 


Joseph N. Brown, Gulfport pastor, 
succeeded S. E. McFadden, Tupelo, as 
moderator, in the meeting held in the 
First church, Meridian. 

Mississippi's quota in the current 
Negro Work campaign was $126,023. 
Churches and individuals in the synod 
have already contributed or pledged 
$96,176 of this amount, as reported by 
Marc C. Weersing of Jackson. Of 254 
churches in the synod, 157 have ac- 
cepted the requested quotas. 

A total program for Palmer Or- 
phanage, including its possible reloca- 
tion, will be studied by a 15-man com- 
mittee, with five each appointed by 
the Synods of Mississippi and Louisi- 
ana and the First church of Columbus. 

Southwestern’s campaign for $200,- 
000 within the synod will get under- 
way early next year, along with similar 
campaigns in Tennessee, Alabama and 
Louisiana. 

R. L. Landis, synod’s director of 
religious education for 33 years, re- 
ceived many tributes in connection 
with his retirement. W. Norman 





LANDIS—With emphasis on grand. 


Cook of the Assembly's Board of Chris- 
tian Education spoke of him as “a 
grand old man of religious education, 
with emphasis on grand; a man of 
great loyalties, and a great Christian.” 

J. WALTON STEWART, JR. 
Natchez. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, as recorded from a radio-telephone panel, are 

Rachel Henderlite, of the faculty of the Assembly’s Training School, and 

I. S. McElroy, secretary of the South Atlantic division of the American Bible 
Society. 


CHURCH AND SALVATION 


If a man has a personal faith 
and belief, but is not a church 
member, can he be saved? 


HENDERLITE: We have been told 
very clearly that it is not church mem- 
bership which will save a person, but 
his personal faith in Jesus Christ as 
his Savior. However, although church 
membership is not necessary to salva- 
tion, a person who has a personal faith 
in Christ and wants to live according 
to the will of Christ and do his work 
will certainly want to belong to the 
church which Christ founded. It is 
in the church and only in the church 
that he can increase his knowledge 
of God and can worship God with 
people who know God as he does. If 
a person stays apart from the church, 
his own faith is likely to become 
dulled. When one pulls a single coal 
out from a pile of glowing coals, the 
coal becomes dead in a very short 
time. Thus, although church mem- 
bership is not necessary, it seems to 
be an almost inevitable consequence 
and condition of a personal faith in 
God 


4 


BRIBING PILOTS 


What should be the Christian at- 
titude toward the bribery of for- 
eign pilots to betray their country? 


McE.roy: That brings up the 
Christian attitude toward war in gen- 
eral. However, to reply briefly to this 
question, that larger consideration 
cannot be adequately dealt with. We 
are fighting a war, and breaking down 
the morale of the enemy helps to win 
the war. Of course, Christians ought 
not to have enemies. You can’t talk 
about Christian attitudes in this situa- 
tion unless you can accept the idea 
that a Christian can go ahead and 
have war and enjoy war and then do 
the best he can. I do not accept this 
as Christian. You can’t get nice and 
have niceties of distinction within 
war. As long as we are having con- 
flict, | hope a hundred of those planes 
come over. It may be too simple to 
say that war is organized killing and 
the suggested bribing of foreign pilots 
is inducing them to steal. In this 
setting, I’m in favor of stealing vs. 
killing. 

ANY QUESTIONS? 


Pray your part .. . large or small, 
against the little-mindedness, the prej- 
udices, the hatreds that divide in- 
dividuals and neighborhoods, races 
and nations! When Rip van Winkle 
went to sleep, the sign over his favor- 
ite inn bore the portrait of George III; 
when he woke up, it bore the portrait 
of George Washington. He had slept 
through a momentous revolution. 
Don’t do that now! This is holy 
ground, and God is here.—Harry Em.- 
ERSON Fospick in The Pulpit. 


* * * 


40 in U. S. Seminaries 
Under Exchange Program 


New York (RNS) .—Forty young 
Christians from 14 foreign countries 
are spending the 1953-54 academic 


year at 29 Protestant theological semi- | 


naries and graduate schools of religion 
in various parts of the U. S. under 
the sponsorship of the Ecumenical 
Scholarship Exchange program. 

Robbins W. Barstow, executive di- 
rector of the National Council of 
Churches’ department of ecumenical 
relations which has conducted the ex- 
change program since 1950, said the 
group will bring to 322 the number 
of students aided by the cooperative 
project since its institution eight years 
ago by the World Council of Churches 
and Church World Service. 

The 40 young men and women who 
will study at institutions from Maine 
to California come from Ceylon, In- 
dia, the Philippines, Egypt and the 
European continent. The largest sin- 
gle national group, which includes 
two women, is that of 19 from Ger- 
many. 

“This is a program that benefits 
everyone concerned,” Dr. Barstow 
said. “The year of study and experi- 
ence in this country broadens the 
horizons and contacts of the foreign 
students, who will return to their own 
lands to become Christian Church 
leaders, while they, in turn, contribute 
to the life and thought of the schools 
and communities that welcome them 
here.” 

Under the cooperative plan, schol- 
arships are awarded the students by 
the seminaries and schools they attend 
and round-trip travel costs are paid 
by the Ecumenical Scholarship Ex- 
change program. 

European students are nominated 
for the scholarships by their own 
church bodies and those from other 
areas by the national Christian coun- 
cils of their native lands. The 
scholarship committee of the World 
Council makes the final choice of those 
to receive the awards. 
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@ In the current discussions of an important question 
a South Carolina elder reminds us not to forget. . . 


Youth and Union 


Mucu of the opposition to Presby- 
terian union seems to be based on sel- 
fish considerations. The attitude is, 
“We are getting along all right; why 
make any change?”” The harm comes 
from the fact that the “we’’ who are 
getting along all right doesn’t include 
a large enough proportion of our total 
membership. 

The opposition on this basis is 
found mainly in the “prosperous” 
synods, which are chiefly those along 
the Atlantic seaboard. The five 
synods that border the Atlantic con- 
tain more members than the other 
eleven synods together. Of course, 
these are the synods that have least 
opportunity for contact and acquaint- 
ance with USA Presbyterians and 
greatest tendency toward distrust and 
dislike. 


Only Three Have Grown 


According to Dr. Sherrill’s study 
published about five years ago, only 
three (possibly four) synods have 
shown steady, strong growth in the 
past half-century. Five others have 
shown slow growth, but that leaves 
seven (it was eight before Snedecor 
was dissolved) which have shown little 
change in fifty years. All the Atlantic 
synods fall into the first two groups, 
and so do two of the four that border 
the Gulf, but only two of the seven 
inland synods have shown any growth. 
It is in these “not so prosperous” 
synods that Presbyterians are not get- 
ting along all right. And they should 
be taken into consideration when one 
is studying the reasons for union. 

No doubt an important reason for 
the sluggishness of these synods is the 
fact that they contain many small con- 
gregations which are overshadowed by 
competing congregations in the USA 
Church and that they are rather iso- 
lated from the main body of Southern 
Presbyterians. Under such conditions, 
both the ministers and the lay mem- 
bers in these congregations often find 
it dificult to carry on with energy and 
enthusiasm. They need the spiritual 
lift that would come from stronger 
local and area organizations. It is 
very selfish of the stronger churches 
to wish to deny them this lift. Could 
anyone possibly believe that Christ 
would approve this denial? 

There is another phase of the mat- 





*Elder, Bible class teacher, professor in 
the University of South Carolina, Columbia. 
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ter that should also be considered. It 
seems that the unrest in these weak 
areas is growing at an increasing rate— 
especially in the Southwest—and that 
patience is wearing very thin in the 
border areas in general. It is not at 
all impossible that if union is net al- 
lowed now, many churches in those 
areas will withdraw from our denomi- 
nation, as some ARP churches in 
North Carolina and Texas have done 
from theirs, which would have no 
union with us. 

While opponents of union are 
threatening a split if union is voted, 
we might be thinking also about the 
possibility of a split if union is pre- 
vented by a minority. This latter 
split will not be due to spite or venge- 
ance, but to,a desire for self-preserva- 
tion and conditions wherein the work 
of the church of our Lord may be 
more easily and more effectively car- 
ried on. 


Also, Older Individuals 


Just as opposition to union is 
strongest in the older, more prosper- 


ous synods, so is it stronger in older — 


(even if not always more prosperous) 
individuals, both among the ministers 
and lay members, particularly lay offi- 
cers. Younger people are more likely 
to be in favor of union, and the young 
opponents are certainly less bitter in 
their opposition. There is a reason 
for this. It is that young people are 
being conditioned to coéperation and 
consolidation in almost every phase of 
their daily lives. They see it working 
in business, in education, in charity, 
and even in our own church, especially 
in the border areas. They see it work- 
ing in crime, too, which ought to set 
us church people to thinking seriously 
about our program and our defenses. 

The students in three of our four 
seminaries have formally voted in 
favor of union, and there seems to be 
much sentiment for it also in the one 
that has not taken a vote, notwith- 
standing bitter opposition on the part 
of some faculty members. It may be 
safely assumed that these young min- 
isters-to-be do not favor union for the 
simple purpose of being in opposition 
to their elders or to their future 
parishoners. On the contrary they 
have good reason to believe that most 
of their charges will be thinking that 
they are Presbyterians—period—not 


USPs, USAPs, UPs, ARPs, BPs, CPs, 
CCPs, OPs, or Super OPs. They also 
have good reason to believe that their 
best members have scant patience with 
an artificial division that interferes 
with the work which our Lord 
founded the church to do. As far as 
the average layman is concerned, re- 
union is long, long overdue. 

These young seminary students also 
know something else that many of us 
older ones do not realize; that is, if 
our church is to stay healthy and 
strong and effective, its composition 
must change. They know that they 
have to be cautious about deferring 
too much to us older officers, for we'll 
be leaving them before they have fin- 
ished their life work, and if they don’t 
have young people to work with they 
will not have anyone to work with. 
Until they have buried all of us, they 
will have a service to perform, but it 
seems very doubtful that conducting 
funerals is the most rewarding part of 
a minister’s service. 


You Grow or Die 


The inexorable law of life is, “You 
grow, or you die.” That goes for 
churches as well as anything else. Too 
slow growth is a lingering death. To 
guard against this, the composition of 
our church must change, because we 
have too many older people and too 
few younger people in our member- 
ship. As Dr. Sherrill has expressed it, 
“We are a church of the old in a land 
of the young.” Our southern states 
have over 30°% of their population be- 
low 15 years of age; our church has 
only 17.5% in this group (including 
baptized infants who have not yet be- 
come communicants). The South has 
only 16% of its people above 50 years 
of age; our church has 23.5% in this 
age group. It is clear what Dr. Sher- 
rill meant. 

Without suggesting that we should 
get rid of some of our older members, 
we can surely see that we ought to 
have a higher proportion of younger 
members. It should not be difficult 
for us to see that by following an un- 
wise policy involving young people, 
we may become, not a church of the 
old, but a church of the dead—with 
our young people gone to more youth- 
ful groups. 

We need not despair, however, for 
there are going to be young people 
whom we may get—and without tak- 
ing them away from other denomina- 








tions. Careful estimates based on 
Census Bureau figures indicate that 
there will be over five and a half mil- 
lion more persons in this country from 
10 to 19 years of age in the next five 
years than there were in the past five. 
Even if the churches do not get any 
more of these youngsters in the future 
than they have in the past, the num- 
ber of them in the churches ought to 
be twice what it is now. If the church 
should increase its appeal to this 
group, the chances for future growth 
are almost limitless. 


Are We Afraid? 


We Presbyterians can get our share 
of them if we are willing to try to ap- 


peal to them—to be young in spirit 
with them. Of course, if we should 
get too many of them we might be- 
come a big church, and that idea 
frightens some of us Southern Presby- 
terians clear out of our wits. 

We're deathly afraid of bigness, it 
seems; we'd probably rather let those 
young people go to the Baptists, or to 
the Methodists—who aren't afraid of 
bigness—or maybe to the Devil; he 
isn't either. 

What we should be fearful of is 
the responsibility of saddling our too 
few young people with a church divi- 
sion that we ourselves haven’t made 
too good a showing with in ninety-odd 
years. If we value our young people, 
we shall vote for union. 


King and Louisville Campaigns Approved 


Appalachia Also Will Study Need of Home for Older People 


Approval of a $1,000,000 campaign 
for King College, support of a $2,000,- 
000 effort for Louisville Seminary and 
initial studies on establishing a home 
for the aged marked the recent meet- 
ing of the Synod of Appalachia. 

The synod, meeting in Fountain 
City, Tenn., elected King’s President 
R. T. L. Liston as its moderator, suc- 
ceeding C. Grier Davis, Asheville 
pastor. 

The financial drive for King Col- 
lege will be headed by James L. Fowle 
of Chattanooga. This campaign will 
seek funds for improvement of the 
teaching program, the library and re- 
lated activities. It is scheduled to 
begin next January. 

Seminary Will Move 

Louisville’s President Frank H. 
Caldwell reported that the seminary’s 
trustees had decided that the institu- 
tion must be moved from its down- 
town location to a site on the out- 
skirts of the city. This is necessitated 
by the building of an overhead ex- 
pressway which crosses part of the 
campus. Appalachia Synod, which 
also supports Union Seminary, will 
undertake its proportionate part of 
the $2,000,000 effort which is shared 
in by the U. S. Synods of Alabama, 
Missouri, Kentucky and Tennessee, 
and the USA Synods of Kentucky, 
Florida and Mid-South. 

The effort toward a home for older 
ree mg was stimulated by a $5,000 gift 
made by Dr. J. C. Freels of Morris- 
town on condition that at least $45,- 
000 more is raised. Synod named a 
committee to explore the need for and 
the feasibility of such a home and to 
report next year. 
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Synod’s council reported that Ap- 
palachia again had led the General 
Assembly in per capita gifts to benev- 
olences—$21.22, or $5.166 above the 
Assembly level. Knoxville Presbytery 
led all others in per capita total gifts 
with $98.71. Synod’s total gifts in- 
creased during the year by $300,000, 
going to $2,879,955. 


Orphanage Merger Studied 


A study of the orphanage situation 
was approved by the synod in view of 
the fact that each Appalachia presby- 
tery maintains its own orphanage. 
Some feel that a merger of these in- 
stitutions would reduce overhead and 
raise the standards with resulting ben- 
efits to the children. 

Great progress was reported at the 
synod youth center (jointly operated 
with the USA church) on the campus 
of the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville. More than 250 of this 
year’s freshmen and 150 faculty mem- 
bers have indicated Presbyterian pref- 
erences. George Hopper directs this 
program. 

Bradley Ward, president of the 
synod’s men’s work, told the meeting 
that after hearing many reports and 
their attending problems he had de- 
cided that the place to take these 
problems is to the men. This, he said, 
is the “main entrance” for a solution 
of these problems. 

An active and aggressive program 
in leadership education is planned, 
with nine institutes scheduled within 
the synod October 18-27. 


Ecumenical Movement Traced 


The retiring moderator, Dr. Davis, 
preached on “The Christian Church,” 





tracing the development of the new 
world-wide Christian fellowship, or 
the ecumenical movement, and point- 
ing to it as the one hope of a world 
which has not yet been able to become 
“one world.” 

Union Seminary’s W. Taliaferro 
Thompson, recently returned from 
sabbatical leave spent in Europe, 
spoke twice. In one address he stressed 
the need of every individual for recog- 
nition by his fellows and he showed 
the need for this in the church. He 
also spoke on the need to find an 
answer to the question, What signifi- 
cance has life? Pastors and laymen, 
he said, can lead people to find the 
answer for themselves in Christ. 

Frank W. Price, the Assembly's 
Moderator, spoke on “The Summons 
of the World Situation.” He said 
America is not ready morally and 
spiritually for the position of world 
leadership that has been thrust upon 
her. He called for a new understand- 
ing of the Christian faith, a revival of 
Christian love within the church, a 
revival of integrity in the nation and 
a revival of “the pure ministry of the 
Word and the Sacraments.” 

Grorce M. WEBB. 
Knoxville. 


Moderators to Speak In 
Atlanta Convocation 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS) —Moderators 
of the nation’s three major Presby- 
terian denominations will speak from 
the same platform here on Oct. 2. 

Participants will be John A. Mac- 
kay of Princeton, N. J., Moderator of 
the Presbyterian USA General Assem- 
bly; Frank W. Price of Lexington, 
Va., Moderator of the Presbyterian 
U.S. Assembly; and Samuel C. Weir 
of Dearborn, Mich., Moderator of the 
United Presbyterian Assembly. 

The event is part of an acquaint- 
anceship program mapped by the 
General Assemblies of the three de- 
nominations which are currently nego- 
tiating a plan of union to be sub- 
mitted for final action next year. 

The convocation here will follow a 
two-day meeting of representatives 
from the agencies of the three church- 
es, discussing possible procedures for 
combining their operations if union 
is approved. Meeting at the same 
time will be the joint negotiating com- 
mittee, which is calling the agency 
heads together for the discussions. 

Representatives from the various 
boards of Missions, Church Extension, 
Women’s Work, Christian Education, 
Annuities, the offices of the General 
Councils of the three churches, and 
from the offices of the Stated Clerks of 
the General Assemblies will be pres- 
ent. 
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To Spend $450,000,000 on 
New Church Buildings 


Washington, D. C. (RNS) —Ameri- 
can churches will erect $450,000,000 
worth of new buildings this year, the 
Departments of Commerce and Labor 
predicted here. 


This will represent an increase of 
$51,000,000, or 12.8 per cent, over the 


total recorded in 1952, the agencies 
said. 

Non-public schools and colleges will 
erect $410,000,000 worth of buildings 
this year, the report also predicted, an 
increase of $59,000,000 or 16.8 per 
cent over 1952. 

Non-public hospital and_ institu- 
tional construction, however, will 
total only $300,000,00, a drop of 
$94,000,000 from a year ago, the de- 
partments said. 


Social and recreational construc- 
tion by non-profit organizations will 
reach an estimated $150,000,00, com- 
pared with $125,000,000 last year, in 
the opinion of the government fore- 
casters. 


Throughout the nation, $34,660,- 
000,000 worth of new construction 
is expected this year compared with 
$32,638,000,000 last year, a gain of 6 
per cent. 
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Arkansas 
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Davidson 
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Union Theological 
Assembly’s Training School 
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EDITORIAL 
Grand Is the Word 


The word used in Mississippi in 
connection with “Judge” Landis in 
his retirement after 33 years of faith- 
ful service is that he is a grand person. 
All who know him and his untiring 
work during these years will agree. 

Another application of the word is 
suggested by our news report on page 
three—President Gillespie (also retir- 
ing as Belhaven’s president this year) 
fully merits the word too, on the basis 
of his address to the synod in connec- 
tion with union. 

This is no new revelation on the 
part of Dr. Gillespie. He has con- 
sistently followed the same course he 
now advocates. He has never for one 
moment in his public utterances, or 
privately so far as we know, suggested 
that he would think about doing any- 
thing except in line with his Presby- 
terian commitments. He has always 
stood for full allegiance to our Pres- 
byterian polity and the unity of the 
church—the largest possible unity of 
Presbyterianism in America. 





When the agreement was made in 
Atlanta five years ago, Dr. Gillespie 
gave his cordial endorsement—not to 
a stalemate or any sort of moratorium 
but in terms of using the intervening 
five years before a vote was to be called 
for in an effort to help realize, as he 
put it, “a larger unity of Presbyterians 
than we have dreamed of.” To fulfil 
his prediction, the United Presby- 
terians came in during that time and 
joined heartily in the plan to unite 
three instead of two groups. 

Dr. Gillespie is a grand example of 
loyal Presbyterian leadership. He 
may have his doubts about the wis- 
dom of reunion, but he will be true 
to his church and its traditions. We 
can be grateful to him and for him. 


Aren’t We As “Sound” 
As the Adventists? 


Some of the comparisons—some- 
times odious—that are designed to put 
our church in a good light at the ex- 
pense of another can be worked very 
easily in reverse fashion. That is, if 
we are less concerned to see who is 
behind us than to see who is ahead of 
us, then we may gain in our perspec- 
tive. 

For example, look at the last avail- 
able figures from the United Steward- 
ship Council and see where we rank. 
Don’t become discouraged if you don’t 
find our church high up the ladder; 
just keep going. 

Look first at per capita gifts to de- 
nominational benevolences: 

. Seventh Day Adventists $131.15 

. Conf. of Evangelical Mennonites $70.18 
. Fage Methodists $53.90 

. Brethren in Christ $50.39 

. Pentecostal Fire-Baptized Holiness $41.04 
. Friends (Ohio Yearly Meeting) $39.22 

. Mennonite Church $28.07 

. Wesleyan Methodist $27.71 

9. Progressive Brethren $21.65 

10. Mennonite, Genl. Conf. $21.62 

11. Orthodox Presbyterian $20.05 

12. Church of the Nazarene $18.48 

13. United Brethren $17.40 

14. Presbyterian, U. S. $16.22 
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Now, see the congregational ex- 
penses: 


. Free Methodists $140.89 

. Wesleyan Methodists $114.50 

. Church of the Nazarene $93.28 
. Brethren in Christ $73.92 

. Orthodox Presbyterians $67.63 
United Brethren $60.51 
Progressive Brethren $50.66 

. Presbyterian, U. S. $49.97 


CIA HRN — 


Let us look, finally, at our gifts to 
World Missions, in comparison: 
. Seventh Day Adventists $30.99 
. Free Methodists $12.77 
. Friends (Ohio Yearly Meeting) $12.36 
. Brethren in Christ $10.05 
. Conf. of Evangelical Mennonites $8.73 


or on 





. Progressive Brethren $8.05 

. Church of the Nazarene $6.72 
Mennonite, Genl. Conf. $6.59 

9. Orthodox Presbyterian $6.26 

10. Wesleyan Methodists $6.03 

11. United Presbyterian $4.89 

12. International Foursquare Gospel $4.28 
13. Moravian (Northern Province) $4.02 
14. Reformed Church in America $3.89 
15. Evangelical Congregational $3.05 
16. Presbyterian, U. S. $2.96 


If the logic that is sometimes used 
in comparing us with other bodies is 
valid, shall we raise a question as to 
our doctrinal soundness, the sincerity 
of our profession and the depth of our 
dedication to our Lord? 

In such cases it is much more cus- 
tomary to divert the discussion by 

inting to the smaller size of these 

dies—an argument which is not con- 
sidered valid when figures are used 
showing us above our brethren. 


Before We Build 


In the current rush to pull down 
church buildings and build greater 
ones—or at least to build greater addi- 
tions—it is good to see what some lead- 
ers are doing to try to make fuller use 
of what they already have. (It has 
long been our conviction that hardly 
any building has more money spent 
on it and less use in number of hours 
per week than some of our church 
buildings.) 

Anyway, here is a situation where 
a church, with great and expensive 
facilities already, is looking at itself 
and the needs of its community. It 
already is conducting two services of 
worship and two Sunday school pe- 
riods on Sunday mornings; that is, 
both worship and Sunday school are 
held simultaneously at 9:30 and 11 
o'clock. But the 9:30 Sunday school 
and the 11:00 worship are crowded 
while the 9:30 worship and the 11:00 
Sunday school could accommodate 
many more people. 

In view of these things, the pastor 
has addressed a letter to his congrega- 
tion, recognizing that no one desires 
to exert undue influence to compel 
people to attend any particular service 
but pointing out at the same time that 
if personal habits could be adjusted 
several hundred more people could be 
cared for at the 9:30 worship and the 
11:00 Sunday school, thus meeting the 
present need. 

Some such solution—duplicate serv- 
ices and a fuller use of existing facili- 
ties—is widely needed before many of 
these building programs are launched. 

Then, there is also a good solution 
in colonizing on the edge of the pres- 
ent territory, thus removing the point 
of pressure. 
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e Another footnote to Mark 





HOW HUMAN WAS JESUS? 


W: KNOW now that the phrase 
“Son of Man” originally meant some- 
thing different from what the words 
now suggest to us. It meant a super- 
natural being, someone quite out of 
the ordinary order of humanity. How- 
ever, for so long in the Christian 
church the phrase has been used to 
denote the human nature of Jesus, 
that when we hear the words ‘Son of 
Man” we all at once think of Jesus in 
human terms. 

Theologians have argued, and no 
doubt will continue to do so, about 
what kind of human nature Jesus had. 
Long centuries ago at a meeting in 
Chalcedon, the D.D.’s of that day 
picked out the word “consubstantial” 
as the best one to describe Jesus’ hu- 
manity. He was, they wrote, “‘con- 
substantial with us according to the 
humanity”; which is a dry, precise 
way of saying that whatever it takes 
to make us human, Jesus had and was. 

Mark and the Apostle whose close 
friend he was, Simon Peter, perhaps 
never heard the word “consubstan- 
tial.” All Mark did, in writing down 
Peter’s reminiscences of Jesus, was to 
draw vivid pictures of Jesus in action. 
How human was Jesus? Not in the 
language of philosopher or anthropol- 
ogist, but in the simple language of 
the story-teller, Mark tells us how 
human Jesus was. 


Jesus was human enough to be 
tired. He could be so tired that he 
would go to sleep in a small fishing- 
boat in a rough wind. The limita- 
tions of a physical body were his all 
the time. The whole physical world 
pressed in and down upon him just 
as it does on us. He could not make 
25 hours out of 24 any more than we 
can. He could not go indefinitely 
without food or drink; he felt as hot, 
when it was hot, or as cold, when it 
was cold, as any other man.’ The hu- 
man body is a wonderful thing; but 
we cannot ignore it nor go beyond the 
limits of endurance it sets for us. And 
neither could Jesus. 

Jesus was human enough to be 
tempted. To think of Jesus as wholly 
impervious to temptation, so that he 
did not feel actual strain, is to make 
his temptations quite unreal. If some- 
one proposed to you that you help 
him set the Eiffel Tower on fire, you 
might laugh; but it would not be a 
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temptation. 
way. : 

So Jesus’ temptations were not to 
acts he couldn’t have done anyway. 
Whatever you say about them, he did 
not laugh them off. He took them 
seriously, he felt them. One may be 
bold enough to say that if he did not 
and could not feel temptation, then 
he did not enter into humanity far 
enough to know what it is really like 
for the rest of us. 

Jesus was human enough to be sur- 
prised. We hear that he “marveled” 
at certain persons’ unbelief. .You 
don’t marvel at things you expect, 
only at things you don’t expect. Two 
mistakes can be made about Jesus by 
people who do not read the Bible care- 
fully and candidly. One is to think 
that he had no power of foresight, 
that he stumbled as it were from crisis 
to crisis not knowing what was com- 
ing next. The other is to think that 
he had complete and infallible knowl- 
edge about everything, so that he went 
into no experience of life without al- 
ready having, as it were, lived it be- 
forehand, rehearsed for it, so to speak, 
in his omniscient mind. But that is 
not the picture which Mark draws for 
us. Indeed, in the Garden of Geth- 
semane Mark uses a very strong Greek 
word, ekthambeo, to describe Jesus’ 
feelings. It is the same word used by 
Mark to describe the reaction of the 
crowd to his unexpected appearance 
(9:15), and of the disciples to the 
empty tomb (16:5,6); the intensive 
form of a weaker verb which is also 
translated “amazed” (1:27, 10:24, 32). 

Jesus was human enough to be 
astonished. 


You couldn’t do it any- 


Jesus was human enough to be 
frustrated. By “frustrated” is meant 
not brought to a standstill or made 
into a complete failure. He was frus- 
trated in the milder sense of that 
word, however, in that he knew what 
it was to fail. Some things we can 
only speculate about. Is it to be sup- 
posed that he never at any time prayed 
for Judas, that he never made the 
slightest attempt to win his true loy- 
alty? Unless you can suppose that, 
you must conclude that if Jesus made 
any efforts to win Judas’ heart, those 
efforts failed. Be that as it may, we 
do hear from Mark (6:5) that Jesus 
could not do any mighty work in his 
own home town. Can we suppose 
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Jesus did not want to do more than 
he did? 

Jesus was human enough to need 
friends. This is plain enough from 
the tragic story of Gethsemane. We 
have only to imagine a Jesus without 
friends to realize how much he needed 
them. He called twelve Apostles to 
be with him, and to send them out. 
Suppose his invitations had been de- 
clined? He taught all who would 
hear. Suppose there had been not one 
sympathetic mind to hear and remem- 
ber? Jesus needed friends all his life. 
Not to use in a selfish way, but friends 
to share what was in his mind and on 
his heart. And in the darkest hour he 
needed friends just as sorely as we do 
at such times. 

There come days and nights when 
there is literally nothing a friend can 
do. We can think of all the comfort- 
ing words they could say. We can do 
all they can think of to do. But we 
need them just to be there. 

That Jesus’ friends failed him at 
such an hour must have helped to 
make it one of the darkest. 


Jesus was human enough to need 
God. To suppose that Jesus’ prayers 
were play-acting, or a kind of talking 
to himself, robs them of all sincerity 
and meaning. It is a curious fact that 
many of us think we would not need 
God so much if we were better per- 
We need Ged because we are 
sinners; if we were good enough we 
could get along by ourselves. So we 
think; but Jesus shows us otherwise. 
He was without sin; yet more aware 
of the need of God than any of us 
who are sinners. To be human and 
to be in need of God are one and in- 
seperable. Could the Divine have be- 
come human in such a way that the 
human could have been successfully 
alone and free of God? We do not 
know. 

What we do know is that Jesus was 
not that imaginary kind of human 
being. He was real, real clear through; 
real enough to know his need of God. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Jones Dismission 
Request Is Denied 





Orange Presbytery at its fall meet- 
ing refused a request of Charles M. 
Jones, former Chapel Hill, N. C., pas- 
tor, that he be dismissed to the Con- 
gregational Christian church and it 
also refused his earlier petition asking 


that he be allowed to leave the min- 
istry. Instead his name was dropped 
from the roll and he was offered a 
letter of dismissal as a church member 
(not a minister) to any other church. 
Although Mr. Jones had announced 
his intention to ask presbytery to al- 
low him to demit the ministry, he 
came to the recent meeting in Bur- 
lington with the new request. In a 
prepared statement, he said the pres- 
bytery’s commission had declared him 
to be in good and regular standing 
and had never preferred any charges 
against him. Therefore, he said: 





THEY BUILT FOR ETERNITY 
GUSTAV-ADOLF GEDAT. Translated 
by Roland Bainton. A graphic de- 
scription in prose and dramatic pho- 
tographs—many full-page 
great cultural and architectural won- 
ders of ancient and 
civilizations. A discerning commentary 
on mortal achievements, and on the 
qualities by which civilizations decline 
and die—or endure. A big, beautiful 
book, handsomely printed and bound. 
8Vex10% IncHeEs. Pustisnry Oct. 5. $5 


PSYCHOLOGY OF 
PASTORAL CARE 


PAUL E. JOHNSON. A _ comprehen- 
sive and definitive survey of pastoral 
psychology as applied to the entire 
range of the minister's work—counsel- 
ing, preaching, administration, etc. 
Theoretically sound and _ concretely 
practical, it tells how the pastor can 
use pastoral psychology to achieve an 
effective, well-rounded Pus- 
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“I am agreeable to the presbytery’s trans- 
ference of all statements taken in the course 
of the investigation to the denomination to 
which 1 am applying for membership as a 
minister, if it be made clear that neither the 
officers of the church nor I were allowed, de- 
spite repeated requests, to view these state. 
ments and confront those who made them 
while negotiations were in process. With 
these materials before it, the church to which 
I am applying can make a decision according 
to its judgment.” 

Early in the meeting, when the 
stated clerk, Howard Newman, had 
read the request previously filed by 
Mr. Jones, J. P. H. McNatt, a member 
of the former commission, was de- 
scribed by the newspapers as “spring. 
ing to his feet” to move that the min- 
ister be allowed to resign as a Presby- 
terian minister but that his request 
for transferral ‘“‘be received as infor- 
mation.” 

Robert J. McMullen, acting pastor 
at Chapel Hill, moved as a substitute 
that the request for transfer be granted 
and that all records of the investiga- 
tion be made available to the denomi- 
nation to which Mr. Jones was apply- 
ing for membership. 

Newspaper reporters described T. 
Henry Patterson, presbytery’s execu- 
tive secretary, as protesting the sub- 
stitute as “diabolically opposed” [ob- 
viously meaning diametrically op- 
posed] to the McNatt motion, and it 
was ruled out of order. 

Chester Alexander moved that Mr. 
Jones’ name be dropped from the rolls 
of the presbytery but that he be 
granted a letter of dismissal as a 
church member to any church he 
might name. 

Dr. Alexander pointed out that 
since Mr. Jones had taken another 
church without permission of the pres- 
bytery, since asking the presbytery to 
allow him to leave the ministry, he 
had already dismissed himself. 

This motion was adopted by a 5/- 
22 vote. 

As to his future plans, Mr. Jones 
indicated his intention of conferring 
with Congregational Christian off- 
cials. “I have been assured by several 
Congregational ministers,” he said, 
“that they believed I would be warmly 
received by their denomination, and 
I will confer with them as to how I 
should proceed in making applica 
tion.” 

The conference of Eastern Caro 
lina of the Congregational Christian 
church meets in October. 
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How this new version of the Bible 
can change your life 


Your present Bible, most likely, is 
the King James Version...translated 
342 years ago, and filled with expres- 
sions that are confusing to us today. 
Too often, therefore, it lies in your 
home—respected, but neglected. 


@ Now at last you can own a Bible 
written in living language . . . so 
clear and powerful you will find your- 
self turning to it regularly—enjoy- 
ing all the help and stimulation that 
God’s Word offers in these troubled 
times. It can literally change your 
life, bring you greater peace of mind. 


This new version is an authorized 
Bible, more faithful to the earliest 
known manuscripts than any other 
version. 


Newest Version 
Really Our Oldest 


In the 342 years since the King 
James Version was published, 





dramatic discoveries of old docu- 
ments have shed new light on the 
Scriptures. Based on thesé au- 

thoritative manuscripts—some 
more ancient than any previously 
known—the RSV is in a sense our 
oldest Bible. And it is far more 
accurate and easier to understand. 


Easier to Read 


Ninety-one Bible scholars cooper- 
ated in the fourteen-year-long labor 
to recover the full meaning of the 
Bible. They preserved the timeless 
beauty of the King James Version, 
but freed the Bible from outdated 
expressions that make it difficult to 
read. 


Did you know, for instance, that 
in King James’ time “by and 
by” meant immediately? That 
a man’s “conversation” meant 
his conduct? That “to suffer” 
meant to allow? 


In the Revised Standard Version, 








PERFECT GIFT 
FOR THOSE 
YOU LOVE 


No gift could bring more lasting joy, 
truer wisdom than the Word of Life 
in the living language of today: the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 
Clearer and easier to read, it is ideal 
for encouraging an awareness, a deep 
love of our spiritual heritage in young 
people .. . perfect, too, for adults who 
have always hoped for a Bible that 
would give God’s Word fullest expres- 
sion. Let the RSV bring new spiritual 
riches to those you love. 








direct, understandable language 
makes the original meaning clear. 


Religious Leaders Praise It 
“For everyone seeking peace of 
mind, victory over fear, and a solu- 
tion of personal and social prob- 
lems, this version will be of great 
practical help,” says one nation- 
ally known religious figure. Another 
counsels, ‘Every Christian should 
possess this translation.” 


Here is a Bible so enjoyable you'll 
pick it up twice as often. Its clear 
simple language makes Bible read- 
ing a rewarding pleasure your whole 
family will want to share. As it 
strengthens your understanding of 
God’s Word, it will bring new spir- 
itual joy to you and your loved ones. 


Available in two handsome bindings: 


Maroon buckram, $600 


Genuine limp leather, 


individually boxed $1Q00 


THOMAS 


ELSON & SONS 
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@ No. 58 in a Series on Congregational Singing 


CHURCH SCHOOL HYMNODY 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 
Seventy Basic Hymns for Sunday Schools 


(continued) 


Junior Department. For the beauty 
of the earth; Father, lead me day by 
day; God who touchest earth with 
beauty; Holy, holy, holy; We would 
see Jesus; Hark the herald angels sing; 
Come, ye thankful people; We've a 
story to tell; Joy to the world; Come, 
thou Almighty King; Onward Chris- 
tian soldiers; Day is dying in the 
west; O beautiful for spacious skies; 
Christ the Lord is risen today; Lord, 
thy word abideth. 


Pioneer Department. In Christ 
there is no east or west; The church’s 
one foundation; O Master Workman 
of the race; I would be true; All hail 
the power of Jesus’ name; Heralds of 
Christ; Now the day is over; Jesus 
shall reign; Where cross the crowded 





Orders are running about 


OOO A DAY 


for the new booklet 


THE CASE FOR UNION 


Like these: 
00 copies—We expect to have a 
presbytery-wide rally, with 600-700 
people present.—S. C. 


25 copies—"The ‘Case for Con- 
tinued Schism’ seems to be getting 
thoroughly presented, with its $98,- 
000 budget.”—Tenn. 





THE CASE FOR UNION 


A \|6-page brochure giving clear, readable 
statements in regard to union, produced by the 
Sponsoring Committee for Presbyterian Reunion. 
Some of these items are reprinted from The 


Outlook because they are so good. Among 
the features: 
A Primer on Presbyterian Union. Frank H. 


Caldwell 

What Is Back of the Plan of Union? Thomas 
K. Young 

What Is the Plan of Union? A summary 

The Objections Are Not Valid. 
distinguished ministers 

Will the Church Be Split Wide Open? Chas. 
L. King 

Answers to Oft-Repeated Questions 

Presbyterian USA Elders Call to Reunion 


Why | Favor Union: 


A group of 
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ways of life; Jesus, thou Joy of loving 
hearts; Faith of our fathers; O day of 
rest and gladness; From Greenland’s 
icy mountains; Praise the Lord, ye 
heavens adore him; The King of Love. 


Senior Department. We would be 
building; Dear Lord and Father of 
mankind; Be Thou my vision; Joyful, 
joyful; I bind my heart this tide; Are 
ye able; Breathe on me, Breath of 
God; Now in the days of youth; All 
creatures of our God and King; Lead 
on, O King Eternal; Still, still with 
thee: Just as I am, thine own to be; 
Now on land and sea descending; 
Praise ye the Lord; In the cross of 
Christ I glory. 


Young People’s Department. It 
thou but suffer God to guide thee; 
A mighty Fortress is our God; O 
Sacred Head now wounded; Draw 
Thou my soul, O Christ; Immortal 
Love forever full; Our God our help 
in ages past; Thou Hidden Source of 
calm repose; Once to every man and 
nation; Spirit of God descend upon 
my heart; Beneath the cross of Jesus; 
When I survey the wondrous cross; 
Temper my spirit, O Lord; Christ of 
the upward way; Rise up, O men of 
God; Take Thou our minds. 


Electing a Professor 


Electing a professor to a Presby- 
terian theological seminary faculty 
appears to be a much more exciting 
event in Ireland than in this country. 
Here is the British Weekly's account 
of such an attempt at the last General 
Assembly: 

The election of a new professor for 
the chair of church history in the col- 
lege produced more excitement than 
was bargained for. The House (Gen- 
eral Assembly) was packed when the 
voting began. Starting with six candi- 
dates, four were eliminated after two 
votes. The final vote produced the 
sensational result of a tie between the 
Rev. W. I. Steele, of First Derry, and 
the Rev. Dr. J. M. Barkley with 375 
votes each. Jt was discovered that some 
members had mistakenly assumed 
that they could use proxy votes and 
the election was declared null and 
void. After a long discussion it was 
decided to hold it over again at a 
special Assembly in September. 
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NEW MEN AND A NEW WORLD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for October 18, 1953 
Matthew 5:13-16; II Cor. 5:17-19; James 2:14-18 


Our lesson two weeks ago dealt with 
God’s design for a new world. The 
lesson last week dealt with God’s de- 
sign for new men in Christ. New men 
in Christ will, inevitably go about 
building a new world—that is the 
theme of the present lesson. It was 
the repeated teaching of Jesus and his 
disciples. 


|. According to Jesus, Mt. 5:13-16 


“You are the salt of the earth,” 
Jesus said to his disciples; “you are the 
light of the world.” The reference is 
not to their opinions, nor to their be- 
liefs, but to themselves. You—not the 
political and economic and religious 
leaders of the nation, but you—com- 
mon people, men and women in every 
walk of life who accept my teachings. 
-—“You are the salt of the earth... . 
You are the light of the world.” Jesus 
does not say that they ought to be, or 
that they will be in some later age or 
in some future life, but that they are 
now, when so many problems perplex 
and when so many dangers threaten. 

“You are the salt of the earth. ... 
You are the light of the world.” Some 
people say that Jesus was interested 
only in individual souls; that he had 
no concern for, and therefore that his 
church has no direct interest in the 
social order. This opinion does not 
square with Jesus’ words here or else- 
where. Jesus was concerned with the 
individual, as we must be also, because 
the world cannot be changed unless 
individuals are changed, but he also 
taught that changed individuals must 
set out to change the earth and the 
world. 


The Salt of the Earth 


“You are the salt of the earth.” Salt 
has two functions—to season and to 
preserve. The first function is to sea- 
son. Salt gives food taste and saves it 
from being flat and insipid. The 
function of the Christian, therefore, 
is to season life, so that men every- 
where will find it purer, lovelier, more 
enjoyable, cleaner for the saving salt 
of their influence. As followers of 
Christ it is our duty to make life 
Wholesome and zestful, not only for 
our children, but also for children in 
the slums; not only for American chil- 
dren but also, so far as we are able, 
for children in other lands. 

Salt not only seasons, it also pre- 
serves. It destroys germs and prevents 
decay. That function was more in 
evidence in Jesus’ day when there was 
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no artificial ice and no electric re- 
frigeration than it is in our own. 

Agents of decay are working at the 
present time to destroy the character 
of individuals; to undermine the foun- 
dations of our family life, our eco- 
nomic life, our political life, and to 
spoil international understanding. 
We have seen the corruption which 
these germs have produced in other 
lands and in other times. Unless 
checked they will bring civilization 
once more to the verge of collapse. 
Christians and Christians alone can 
preserve society from decay. Military 
strength is not enough; organization 
of the world for peace is not sufficient. 
Germs which destroy the health of 
humanity must be destroyed; society 
must be made wholesome and pleas- 
ant for all. 

But there is danger that the salt 
will lose its savor. Chemically this 
is not possible, but practically it often 
happened in Palestine that the salt 
was mixed with dirt and became there- 
fore quite worthless. So the Chris- 
tian often does not affect his environ- 
ment but is instead affected by his en- 
vironment; he does not transform the 
world but is conformed to the world. 
Salt that had become corrupt was good 
neither for the land nor for the dung- 
hill; it could neither fertilize nor 
purify; and as a troublesome, harmful 
thing it would be cast into the road- 
way where it could not do much harm, 
there to be trodden under foot of men. 

This was the doom which Jesus 
warned might befall the church if it 
failed to fulfill its function in the 
world. And it has happened over and 
over again-as Jesus predicted. Many 
have turned against the church, not 
because it was salt, but because, in 
their judgment, it had become a nar- 
cotic; not because it destroyed the 
agents of decay, but because it taught 
men to accept injustice in the world 
and to live in hopes of the world to 
come—‘‘pie in the sky by and by.” For 
some, we are forced to admit, religion 
has become an opiate, but those who 
follow Christ’s way of life are the salt 
of the earth—and the light of the 
world. 


The Light of the World 


This second figure describes the na- 
ture of the Christian’s mission, its im- 
portance and its fulfillment. 

1. Its nature. “You are the light 
of the world.” The world, Jesus inti- 
mates, is now enveloped in darkness. 


Certainly that is true in our own day. 
We did not realize it so clearly a gen- 
eration ago, but we recognize it now. 
Somehow we have missed the way; and 
science, education, industry, military 
victory, even world organization, do 
not guarantee that we shall find it. 
“You are the light of the world,” said 
Jesus. 

What a lamp is to a home—to the 
one-room cottage of the Palestinian 
peasant—that the Christian is to the 
world. He, and he alone, has that 
truth about God and man which can 
dispel the darkness of the world’s ig- 
norance and sin and can lighten the 
way that leads to peace and security 
for all mankind. 

2. Its importance. “A city set on 
a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men 
light a lamp and put it under a 
bushel.” So the Christian’s life can- 
not be concealed, whether he fails or 
whether he succeeds, whether he be 
little or whether he be great. A Chris- 
tian who falls into sin attracts more 
attention than a non-Christian, a fol- 
lower of Christ who shuts his heart 
against human need arouses hatred 
against the cause of Christ. On the 
other hand every true Christian helps 
to lighten the way. As someone has 
said, “Christianity has spread through 
the shining lights, Brooks, Drum- 
mond, Moody, Wesley, Luther, Wy- 
clif, Saint Francis, and a host of others 
who shine like great beacons that can- 
not be hid. But it has spread at least 
as much, probably far more, through 
the simple candlelight in innumerable 
homes. Not every Christian can build 
a city on a hill, but every Christian 
can light a candle,” that in his cor- 
ner of the earth at least, the darkness 
shall not fall. 

3. Its fulfillment. How can a Chris- 
tion fulfill his mission? Not mainly 
or chiefly by the words which he 
speaks (though Jesus did not under- 
estimate the power of words) , but by 
the life which he lives. “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.” We reveal God most clearly 
in the world, we spread the light most 
effectively, when we live lives that re- 
flect the spirit of Christ and that will 
lead men to glorify the God and 
Father of us all. 

Note: The material in this section has been 
adapted from the writer’s The Sermon on the 


Mount and its Meaning for Today, published 
by John Knox Press. 


Il. According to Paul, II Cor. 
5:17-19 

The World Council of Churches, at 
its first meeting in Amsterdam, re- 
ceived a report which declared that 
“the world today is experiencing a 
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social crisis of unparalleled propor- 
tions. The deepest root — there are 
other roots—but the deepest root “of 
that disorder is the refusal of men to 
see and admit that their responsibility 
to God stands over and above their 
loyalty to any earthly community and 
their obedience to any worldly power.” 
Estrangement from God has brought 
estrangement of man from his fellow- 
man. If that diagnosis is true, recon- 
ciliation with God must precede man’s 
effective reconciliation with his fel- 
lowman. 

That was a basic conviction of the 
Apostle Paul. In II Corinthians 5:16 
he writes: “From now on we regard 
no one from a human point of view.” 
The “we” is emphatic. No matter 
what others may do we, for our part, 
will from this time forth judge no 
man “after the flesh,” as the K. J. has 
it, or “from a human point of view,” 
according to the RSV. This seems to 
involve a two-fold resolution: (1) not 
to judge a man by those external cir- 
cumstances which the world values 
(looks, clothes, money, position, 
knowledge, culture, and the like), 
but rather by his character—what he 
is by his own act and choice, what he 
has become by his relationship to 
Christ; (2) not to judge a man merely 
by what he is now, but also by what 
he may become in Christ. 

For, Paul continues in vs. 17, “if 
anyone is in Christ he is a new crea- 
ture (K.J.), a new creation (RSV), 
or, as we might say, a new man. He 
looks on things from a different stand- 
point, estimates them by a different 
standard. The old desires —i.e., 
thoughts, habits, feelings, desires and 
the like have passed away—to be re- 
placed by new thoughts, habits, feel- 
ings, desires and the like. 

And this leads Paul to another 
thought. All of that of which he has 
been writing in vss. 14-17 arises out 
of the reconciliation effected between 
God and man through Jesus Christ. 
To reconcile means to re-establish 
friendly relations between two parties 
who have been estranged. According 
to Paul, man has been estranged from 
God. He has wandered into the far 
country. Christ brings him back to 
his Father God. And the prodigal 
finds that God is willing to forgive. 
But we are not to think that Christ 


mediates between God and man in the 
sense that God must be induced to 
forgive. It is God who sent Christ. 
It is God who has reconciled us to 
himself through Christ. It is God 
who is in Christ reconciling or seek- 
ing to reconcile the world unto him- 
self. 

And he has given to us “the ministry 
of reconciliation.” It is our task to 
point men to Christ, to lead them 
through Christ to God. God is not 
estranged, but man is estranged. And 
he has brought upon himself suffer- 
ing and death. Great suffering and 
greater death are imminent possibili- 
ties if man continues to be estranged 
from God and therefore from his fel- 
lowman. It is suffering and death 
from which man may escape if only 
he will accept God's hand extended to 
him through Jesus Christ. 

The Amsterdam Report continues: 

“The Christian Church approaches the dis- 
order of our society with faith in the Lord- 
ship of Jesus Christ. In him God has estab- 
lished his Kingdom and its gates stand open 
for all who will enter. Their lives belong to 
God with a certainty that no disorder of 
society can destroy, and on them is laid the 
duty to seek God's Kingdom and his right- 
eousness. 

“In the light of that Kingdom, with its 
judgment and mercy, Christians are conscious 
of the sins which corrupt human communi- 
ties and institutions in every age, but they 
are also assured of the final victory over all 
sin and death through Christ. It is he who 
has bidden us pray that God’s Kingdom may 
come and that his will may be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; and our obedience to that 
command requires that we seek in every age 
to overcome the specific disorders which ag- 
gravate the perennial evil in human society, 
and that we search out the means of securing 
their elimination or control.” 


111, According to James, James 
2:14-16 


When James—the brother of our 
Lord, who, after his death, became in 
time the leading figure in the Jerusa- 
lem church—wrote the epistle which 
bears his name there were some men 
who thought it possible to have faith 
without works; in other words, to have 
a saving faith in Jesus that did not ex- 
press itself in conduct. Some have 
continued to think so. But James 
makes it clear that this cannot be the 
case. 

“What does it profit, if a man says 
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he has faith but has not works,” asks 
James. “Can his faith save him?” 
James means, of course, can such faith, 
that man’s faith, faith without works, 
save him? The answer plainly is “No,” 
for such faith is no true faith at all, 
Faith in Jesus, saving faith, involves 
recognition of God’s love in Jesus and 
acceptance of that love; it involves 


recognition of God's will in Jesus and | 


surrender to that will. 

James, who was evidently a very 
practical man, makes a practical appli- 
cation of this truth. “If a brother or 
sister is ill-clad and in lack of daily 
food, and one of you says to them, 
‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled; 
without giving them the things needed 
for the body, what does it profit?” 
Perhaps James recalled the words of 
Christ, “Inasmuch as you have done it 
not unto one of the least of these, my 
brethren, you have done it not unto 
me. 


James’ illustration has special sig. | 


nificance for our own day. “Unfortu. 
nately, most of us have not seen the 
world that exists outside of Western 
civilization,” wrote Harrison Brown 
in the Saturday Review for Dec. 13, 
1952: 

“We have not seen the proverty and misery, 
the debility brought by malaria and _intes. 
tinal parasites, the malnutrition which is so 
widespread that the average Asian child of 15 
is four inches shorter than children of his 
same age and race who are fortunate enough 
to be born in America. Nor have we seen 
the famine which drives men to eat bark, 
the mudhuts with 15 persons sleeping on a 
dirt floor in one room, the ever-present death 
which kills one out of five babies during the 
first year of life. We have not seen these 
things—yet they are rules rather than excep- 
tions. . . . The tragedy of the situation is 
amplified by the fact that our scientists and 
our technologists know that the relief of 
worldwide misery is physically within our 
reach if we would but join the rest of the 
human race in a joint attack upon the prob- 
lem.” 


Mr. Brown is concerned about this 
situation because he is convinced that 
unless we do something about it the 
drift of masses of undernourished folk 
toward communism will continue. 
And Mr. Brown is doubtless right 
National self-interest, if nothing else, 
should lead us to do what we can to 
relieve the world’s poverty-stricken 
regions. But there is something else, 
and that is our religious faith. 


“What does it profit, my brethren, if a man 
says he has faith, but has not works? Can his 
faith save him? If a brother or sister is ill 
clad and in lack of daily food, and one of you 
says to them, ‘Go in peace, be wartned and 
filled,’ without giving them the things needed 
for the body, what does it profit? So faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead.” 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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RELIGION FOR VITAL LIVING. 
By Thomas S. Kepler. World Publish- 
ing Company, Cleveland and New 
York. 111 pp., $2.50. 

Designed for the modern reader, 
this is a book of wide visibility for 
viewing those religious guideposts that 
lead to “‘a life in which peace of mind 
and peace of heart are the major 
achievements.” You can safely read 
it or not read it on that representa- 
tion. 

Problem centered, the chapters dis- 
cuss how “to come of age religiously,” 
how “to get along with myself,” how 
to be a saint, how “to modernize 
esus.”” 

The book builds by-passes around 
the roadblocks to faith, (such as the 
Bible and science, law and miracle, 


the times of Jesus and our times, the’ 


criteria for truth) far better than it 
constructs religion’s main road to vital 
living. 

H. Louis Patrick. 
St. Louis, Mo. 


IN PARABLES. By Clovis Chap- 
pell. Abingdon - Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville and New York. 153 pp., $2. 

This new book of sermons by the 
well-known and popular Methodist 


preacher is not—as the title may sug- 
gest—an exposition of the parables. 
Rather, Dr. Chappell has chosen pro- 
vocative texts from the parables; ex- 
amined each text from this side and 
that, finding innumerable personal 
associations for every facet of the verse, 
and used the parable as a back-drop 
for his examination. Those acquaint- 
ed with the author’s preaching style 
will recognize this as his usual tech- 
nique. 

Dr. Chappell says little that almost 
every preacher has not said, but he 
manages to repeat well-worn truths in 
a memorable way. 

Books of sermons suffer because the 
personality of the preacher cannot be 
packaged with the printed word. Dr. 
Chappell’s personality in the pulpit 
sparkles so brightly that lis books 
suffer a greater loss than most. Even 
so, In Parables is a good book to 
borrow from a friend. 

HENRY Pope MOBLEY. 
Rock Hill, S. C. 


How to Solve Your Problems. 
Whitesell. Zondervan Publishing 
Grand Rapids. $2.00. 

Sexual Behavior in the Human Female. 
Alfred C. Kinsey et al. W. B. Saunders Co., 
Philadelphia. $8. 
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FOR SALE 
EVER-ATTRACTIVE GIFT STATIONERY. 
Dainty postage-stamp designs. Names hand- 

lettered. Popular postman with “Just a note 
from ... (your name)” at only $1.50 per dozen, 
boxed. Other colorful designs—birds, flowers, 
oriental scenes—available. Order Now. Write 
for catalogue. Francesque Stamp-Craft, 1407a 
Farrar St., St. Louis 7, Mo. 











BOOKS RECEIVED 


History of Louisville Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary. Robert Stuart Sanders. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Louisville. 
$1.5C; $1, paper. 

Quackery in the Public Schools. Albert 
Lynd. Little, Brown & Co., Boston. $3.50. 
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. . for a housewife . . 
. . for one who makes excuses . 
angry . .. for one who fails . . 
up his mind . . . confessing parental weakness . . 


seeking strength ... . for patience .. . etc. 


A new book by the head of United Church Women 


CHURCH WOMEN in the SCHEME OF THINGS 
By Mossie Allman Wyker 


From one of today’s most potent women sp 
comes this dynamic new book of hope for all that church women may yet become. 
Mrs. Wyker writes to stir the church, and particularly its women members; she 
shows how church women are essential “in the scheme of things.” 
discussion on how women can learn techniques for achieving without being militant 
. . . how they can get from the New Testament the right perspective about them- 
. . how the church is losing many women capable of serving at policy- 


ble administrators 





s and cap 


An enlightening 
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Little Prayers for Personal Poise 
By Helen L. Toner 


Here are 64 brief, meditative prayers in simple and direct lan- 
. on seeking new attitudes, for grace at the table, 
and for use on special occasions. 


There are prayers for a 
. for seeking inner 
. . for one who is 
. for one who must make 
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Coming October 12* 


THE CHURCH 
WE LOVE 


WilburLaRoe, Jr. 


Well Known Presby- 
terian Layman and 
Former Moderator of 
the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. 


Here is a dedi- 
cated layman’s call 
to lay men and 
women everywhere 
for greater love 
for their church 
and greater diligence in its service. 

Mr. La Roe brings his readers a 
clearer understanding of their essen- 
tial place in the church, the benefits 








* In time for practical 
inspiration during Na- 
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they derive from it, and their very 
real responsibility to it. His book 
will help both ministers and laymen 
to work together harmoniously and 
effectively in building a more vital 
church and a better world. 


The Chapters: In EartHEeNn Ves- 
sets—Our MInisters—THe Cuarlis- 
TIAN LaYMAN—THE MiURACLE OF 
Lire—Tue AsBuNDANT Lire—AIM- 
ING AT THE Stars—Our Precious 
Heritace—SacriFicinc For Love— 
Wuen Trovuste Comes—Missions 
—Prayver—Our Homes anv Our 
YoutH — CurisT1AN FRIENDSHIP —- 
THe CuurcH Music—Ovur Lorp 
AND MASTER. 


$1.25 at your bookstore 
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